






EU enlargement contribution for Slovenia 
22 Million francs

Population: 2 million
Swiss imports from Slovenia: 321.9 million francs
Swiss exports to Slovenia: 315.9 million francs
Real GDP growth rate: -0.2 percent
Purchasing power in relation to EU-Ø (2010): 85.0 percent
(Source: Eurostat, Swiss Foreign Trade Statistics, 2011)

Project objectives

8 projects, accounting for some 20.9 million francs, have been approved in 
Slovenia. All projects further one of the following objectives: 

Promoting economic growth and improving working conditions

Training in accounting and auditing regulations
The application of international standards to accounting and auditing practices 
improves the investment climate and helps prevent financial crises. This is why 
Switzerland is supporting Slovenia in its efforts to implement EU law governing 
corporate financial reporting and audits.

Scholarship programme
The “Scientific Exchange Programme between the New Member States and 
Switzerland”, or Sciex-NMS.ch for short, enables doctoral and post-doctoral re-
searchers from Slovenia to work in Switzerland for limited periods. This helps 
extend cooperation between Swiss and Slovenian research institutes and to pro-
mote Slovenia as a location for research.

Improving social security

Prevention and diagnosis of cancer
This project finances two modern linear accelerators for radiation therapy in the 
University Hospital of Maribor, in this way increasing its radiation therapy capac-
ity for the treatment of cancer. For the people of Northern Slovenia, waiting 
times for treatment have been reduced due to this facilitated access to treatment 
and in particular the shorter transport distances.

Protecting the environment

Energy efficiency, renewable energies and the reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions
A noise barrier along a motorway is equipped with solar panels. In the near 
future, 38 public buildings will be heated with solar energy, biomass and heat 
pumps. The buildings include schools and kindergartens, a swimming pool as 
well as two information centres in Triglav National Park. In addition, public build-
ings will be better insulated and various information events, brochures and train-
ing programmes on the subject of renewable energy sources will be organised to 
raise awareness among the general public, local business people, teachers and 
pupils.
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EU enlargement contribution for Slovenia 
22 Million francs
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43%

Promoting economic growth and 
improving working conditions
2 Projects 
CHF 2,500,000

Improving social security
1 Project 
CHF 5,526,200

Protecting the environment
2 Projects 
CHF 8,973,800

Strengthening civil society 
1 Project 
CHF 3,226,000

Project preparation + technical assist.
2 Projects 
CHF 630,000

Total  CHF 20,856,000
The remaining amount covers expenses for 
administrative costs on the Swiss side.

Strengthening civil society

Promotion of civil society and knowledge transfer through partnerships 
with Switzerland
The fund for partnerships and NGOs will provide the resources to strengthen civil 
society in Slovenia, and partnerships will be developed between Swiss and Slo-
venian municipal authorities, institutions, associations and foundations. Overall, 
about 50 NGO and partnership projects will be carried out within the framework 
of the fund. 

You can find additional information at
http://www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/slovenia/ 

Figure: Allocation of the Swiss contribution  
to the enlarged EU by project goal
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Annex 2: Overview by project objective and 
		      partner country

Amount in millions CHF PL HU CZ LT SK LV EE SI CY MT TOTAL

Promoting economic growth and improving working conditions 

Access to external financing for micro-enterprises and SMEs 53.00 15.22 10.00 7.92 86.14

Export promotion for SMEs 4.87 2.15 7.02

Regulation of the financial sector 10.00 2.00 1.53 1.80 1.50 16.83

Regional development and employment 47.70 7.38 7.57 1.60 64.25

Research and development 42.20 10.61 7.00 13.05 3.00 2.50 2.22 1.00 1.90 83.48

Improving social security

Basic healthcare services 13.00 11.18 24.18

Hospital modernisation 26.60 0.34 5.53 2.79 35.26

Prevention 17.05 17.05

Social services for specific target groups 22.43 13.05 4.81 4.00 5.64 49.93

Various social services 1.00 13.77 4.24 19.01

Protecting the environment

Public transport 38.03 30.53 68.56

Drinking water supply 24.91 24.91

Wastewater treatment

Energy efficiency and renewable energy

27.01 13.00 3.94 43.95

115.13 5.77 19.00 6.50 8.97 155.37

Environmental monitoring 10.83 8.50 19.33

Waste disposal 35.75 35.75

Biodiversity 9.82 8.17 1.00 4.16 23.15

Improving public safety and security

Modernisation of the judiciary 4.23 2.84 1.77 3.21 8.00 0.64 20.69

Border protection 30.99 3.96 34.95

Combating corruption and organised crime 2.00 11.18 3.37 16.55

Managing natural disasters and emergency situations 1.01 6.78 1.08 3.32 2.38 1.39 15.96

Strengthening civil society

Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 24.70 5.00 6.59 5.55 5.51 3.50 2.50 3.23 0.15 56.73

Bilateral partnerships 3.40 4.00 5.05 12.45

Project preparation and technical assistance 8.50 3.15 2.79 1.34 1.55 0.27 0.18 0.63 0.05 18.46

TOTAL 464.54 124.20 104.29 67.31 63.51 56.87 37.91 20.86 5.69 4.74 950.00

272.72

145.43

371.02

88.15

69.18
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Country Real GDP growth 
rate1

Purchasing 
power in 

relation to 
EU-Ø2

Unemploy-
ment rate3

People at 
risk of pov-

erty or social 
exclusion (%)4

2009 2010 2011 2010 2011 2010

Bulgaria -5.5 0.4 1.7 44 11.3 41.6

Cyprus -1.9 1.1 0.5 99 7.8 24.0

Czech Republic -4.7 2.7 1.7 80 6.7 14.4

Estonia -14.3 2.3 7.6 64 12.5 21.7

Hungary -6.8 1.3 1.7 65 10.9 29.9

Latvia -17.7 -0.3 5.5 51 15.4 38.1

Lithuania -14.8 1.4 5.9 57 15.4 33.4

Malta -2.7 2.3 2.1 83 6.5 20.6

Poland 1.6 3.9 4.3 63 9.7 27.8

Romania -6.6 -1.6 2.5 47 7.4 41.4

Slovakia -4.9 4.2 3.3 74 13.5 20.6

Slovenia -8.0 1.4 -0.2 85 8.2 18.3

EU-27 -4.3 2.0 1.5 100 9.7 23.5

Switzerland -1.9 2.7 1.9 147 - 17.1

Source: Eurostat May 2012

Annex 3: Development of the partner countries

Table 1: Economic development

1 Gross domestic product (GDP) is a measure for the eco-
nomic activity. It is defined as the value of all goods and 
services produced less the value of any goods or services 
used in their creation. The calculation of the annual growth 
rate of GDP volume is intended to allow comparisons of the 
dynamics of economic development both over time and 
between economies of different sizes. For measuring the 
growth rate of GDP in terms of volume, the GDP at current 
prices are valued in the prices of the previous year and the 
thus computed volume changes are imposed on the level 
of a reference year. Accordingly, price movements will not 
inflate the growth rate.

2 The volume index of GDP per capita in Purchasing Power 
Standards (PPS) is expressed in relation to the EU (EU-27) 
average set to equal 100. If the index of a country is higher 
than 100, this country’s level of GDP per head is higher than 
the EU average and vice versa. Basic figures are expressed 
in PPS, i.e. a common currency that eliminates the differ-
ences in price levels between countries allowing meaning-
ful volume comparisons of GDP between countries.

3 Unemployment rates represent unemployed persons as 
a percentage of the labour force. The labour force is the 
total number of people employed and unemployed. Unem-
ployed persons comprise persons aged 15 to 74 who were: 
a. without work during the reference week, b. currently 
available for work, i.e. were available for paid employment 
or self-employment before the end of the two weeks fol-
lowing the reference week, c. actively seeking work, i.e. 

had taken specific steps in the four-week period ending 
with the reference week to seek paid employment or self-
employment or who found a job to start later, i.e. within a 
period of, at most, three months.

4 This indicator corresponds to the sum of persons who are: 
at risk of poverty or severely materially deprived or living in 
households with very low work intensity. At risk-of-poverty 
are persons with an equivalised disposable income below 
the risk-of-poverty threshold, which is set at 60 % of the 
national median equivalised disposable income (after social 
transfers). Severely materially deprived persons have living 
conditions severely constrained by a lack of resources. They 
experience at least 6 out of the 9 following deprivations 
items: cannot afford i) to pay rent or utility bills, ii) keep 
home adequately warm, iii) face unexpected expenses, iv) 
eat meat, fish or a protein equivalent every second day, v) 
a week holiday away from home, vi) a car, vii) a washing 
machine, viii) a colour TV, or ix) a telephone. 
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Country Human 
Development 
Index (HDI)5

Corruption 
Perceptions 

Index6

Gini  
Coefficient7

Life 
expectancy 

(at the age of 
1 year)8

Infant 
mortality9

2011 2011 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010

Score Rank Score Rank

Bulgaria 0.771 55 3.3 86 33.2 73.4 73.5 9.0 9.4

Cyprus 0.840 31 6.3 30 29.1 80.4 80.8 3.3 3.2

Czech Republic 0.865 27 4.4 57 24.9 76.6 76.9 2.9 2.7

Estonia 0.835 34 6.4 29 31.3 74.5 75.2 3.6 3.3

Hungary 0.816 38 4.6 54 24.1 73.8 74.1 5.1 5.3

Latvia 0.805 43 4.2 61 36.1 72.8 73.1 7.8 5.7

Lithuania 0.810 40 4.8 50 36.9 72.5 72.8 4.9 4.3

Malta 0.832 36 5.6 39 28.4 79.8 80.9 5.3 5.5

Poland 0.813 39 5.5 41 31.1 75.3 75.8 5.6 5.0

Romania 0.781 50 3.6 75 33.3 73.3 73.5 10.1 9.8

Slovakia 0.834 35 4.0 66 25.9 74.7 75.0 5.7 5.7

Slovenia 0.884 21 5.9 35 23.8 78.5 79.0 2.4 2.5

EU-27 - - 6.3 - 30.5 79.0 - 4.2 -

Switzerland 0.903 11 8.8 8 29.5 81.7 82.0 4.3 3.8

Table 2: Human and social development

5 The Human Development Index (HDI) measures the qual-
ity of life and the level of development in a given country. 
The HDI takes three main factors into account: life expec-
tancy, education and income. (Source: UNDP)

6 Since 1995, Transparency International has been clas-
sifying countries all around the world according to their 
level of corruption in the public sector, as perceived by the 
civil population. Based on surveys, this index evaluates the 
countries on a scale of 0 (very corrupt) to 10 (not corrupt). 
(Source: Transparency International)

7 The Gini coefficient is a measure of inequality in a pop-
ulation (salary, income, standard of living, etc.). Its value 
ranges from 0 to 100. In the case of entirely equal distribu-
tion, the index value is 0. In the case of entirely unequal 
distribution – i.e. all income – except for one - is zero – the 
index value is 100. (Source: SILC)

8 Source: Eurostat May 2012

9 The ratio of the number of deaths of children under one 
year of age during the year to the number of live births 
in that year. The value is expressed per 1 000 live births.  
(Source: Eurostat May 2012)
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Table 2: Human and social development

Country Share of 
renewable 
energy in 
gross final 

energy 
consumption 

(%)10

Greenhouse 
gas 

emissions. 
Kyoto base 
year = 10011

Population 
connected to 
public water 
supply (%)

Population 
connected 
to urban 

wastewater 
treatment 

(%)

Sufficiency 
of sites 

designated 
under the 

EU Habitats 
Directive 

(%)12

2010 2009 2009 2009 2010

Bulgaria 13.8 - 99 45 94

Cyprus 4.6 - 100 - 40

Czech Republic 8.5 68 - - 60

Estonia 22.8 40 80 80 98

Hungary 7.7 58 95 - 86

Latvia 34.3 41 - - 95

Lithuania 17.0 44 76 71 66

Malta 0.2 - 100 48 98

Poland 8.9 67 87 64 78

Romania 23.4 - 55 29 82

Slovakia 10.3 60 86 - 74

Slovenia 16.9 95 - 52 74

EU-27 11.7 - - - 89

Switzerland - 98 - - -

Source: Eurostat May 2012

Table 3: Environment and Energy

10 Renewable energy sources cover solar, thermal and 
photovoltaic energy, hydro (including tide, wave and ocean 
energy), wind, geothermal energy and biomass (including 
biological waste and liquid biofuels). The contribution of 
renewable energy from heat pumps is also covered for the 
member states for which such information was available.

11 This represents annual total emissions in relation to 
“Kyoto base year”. In general, the base year is 1990 for the 
non-fluorinated gases and 1995 for the fluorinated gases. 
The “Kyoto basket” of greenhouse gases includes: carbon 
dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), and the 
so-called F-gases (hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons 
and sulphur hexafluoride (SF6)). These gases are aggre-
gated into a single unit using gas-specific global warming 
potential (GWP) factors. The aggregated greenhouse gas 
emissions are expressed in units of CO2 equivalents.

12 The index of sufficiency of member states proposals for 
sites designated under the Habitats Directive, measures the 
extent to which Sites of Community Importance proposed 
by the member states adequately cover the species and 
habitats listed in Annexes I and II to the Habitats direc-
tive. 100% indicates sufficiency of proposals for all Annex 
I terrestrial habitat types and Annex II terrestrial species 
of Community Importance occurring in member states’ 
territories.
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Information on the enlargement contribution is 
available in English, German, French and Italian at  
www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch. Simply click on the 
“Projects” tab to see how the enlargement contribu-
tion is helping to fund a host of different projects.

Websites of the National Coordination Units in the partner countries: 
•• Bulgaria: www.swiss-contribution.bg
•• Czech Republic: www.swiss-contribution.cz
•• Cyprus: www.swiss-contribution.gov.cy
•• Estonia:  www.swiss-contribution.ee
•• Hungary: www.swiss-contribution.hu
•• Latvia:  www.swiss-contribution.lv
•• Lithuania:  www.swiss-contribution.lt
•• Malta: www.swiss-contribution.gov.mt
•• Poland: www.swiss-contribution.pl
•• Romania: www.swiss-contribution.ro
•• Slovakia: www.swiss-contribution.sk
•• Slovenia: www.swiss-contribution.si

Websites of the Swiss Contribution Offices: 
•• Bulgaria: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/bulgaria/
•• Czech Republic: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/czechrepublic/
•• Cyprus: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/cyprus/
•• Estonia: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/estonia/
•• Hungary: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/hungary/
•• Latvia: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/latvia/
•• Lithuania: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/lithuania/
•• Malta: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/malta/
•• Poland: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/poland/
•• Romania: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/romania/
•• Slovakia: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/slovakia/
•• Slovenia: www.swiss-contribution.admin.ch/slovenia/

Annex 4: Additional information
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