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An important contribution to the 
advancement of peace and human security 

The promotion of peace and human security is a 
matter of high priority in Swiss foreign policy. Cen-
tral to that objective is the protection of individuals 
and their inviolable human dignity. Every individual 
should be able to live without fear, without want, 
and in dignity. To achieve this, Switzerland stands 
up to the challenges posed today by war, violence, 
human rights abuses, forcible expulsions and human 
trafficking. 

Measures for the promotion of peace and human 
security fall under the responsibility of the Human 
Security Division (HSD) within the FDFA’s Directo-
rate of Political Affairs. The diplomatic and political 
efforts of the HSD, together with its operational 
activities, contribute significantly to the realisation of 
the strategic objectives of Switzerland’s international 
cooperation policy.

Without peace and human rights there can be no 
sustainable development – they are interdependent. 
This simple truth has now also been incorporated 
into the sustainable development goals of the 2030 
Agenda, which was adopted by the UN General 
Assembly in September 2015. For the first time, the 
relationship between peace, security and develop-
ment has been expressly recognised in a universal 
development agenda.

For Switzerland, this is not a new discovery.  
Nevertheless, the Federal Council has now decided 
to underscore the importance of this truth by includ-
ing the measures for the promotion of freedom and 
human security in its Dispatch to Parliament on Swit-
zerland’s international cooperation.
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SWISS KNOW-HOW AND EXPERIENCE ON 
BEHALF OF THE OSCE IN UKRAINE

Switzerland makes available to 

the Special Monitoring Mission 

(SMM) of the Organization for 

Security and Co-operation in 

Europe (OSCE) a pool of expert 

advisers. In 2015, their number 

was 16, including the Principal 

Deputy Chief Monitor. He is re-

sponsible for various manage-

ment tasks at the Mission’s 

headquarters, and assists in the 

mediation of ceasefires and in 

negotiations for humanitarian 

corridors in eastern Ukraine. 

The SMM in Ukraine gathers in-

formation and reports regularly 

on the security situation. Its man- 

date includes maintaining a re-

cord of any violations of OSCE 

principles and obligations. In this 

way, it contributes to the de- 

escalation of tensions and the 

promotion of peace and security. 
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Thematic and geographic priorities 

The rapid pace of political change in recent years – 
in Eastern Europe, in the Middle East, in Myanmar, 
and elsewhere – has made it clear that the HSD must 
have the capacity to respond quickly when crises 
arise. At the same time, it must also be capable of 
sustaining long-term commitments, in order to make 
peace sustainable and to accumulate the thematic 
and geographic knowledge it requires for its work. 
The framework credit for the HSD allows it to work in 
the four areas that belong to the domain of human 
security:

»» In implementing Switzerland’s peace policy, the 
HSD pursues efforts to resolve conflicts by peaceful 
means, through dialogue between the parties.

»» The HSD works to refine humanitarian policy in 
ways that complement Switzerland’s humanitarian 
aid efforts. The primary objective is to ensure bet-
ter protection of civilian populations, particularly in 
armed conflicts.

»» Putting Switzerland’s human rights policy into 
practice, the HSD seeks to advance the cause of 
human rights and actively works to ensure that they 
are truly respected on the ground. It is essential that 
all states fulfil their human rights obligations and 
commitments. 

»» In keeping with Switzerland’s foreign policy on 
migration, the HSD works to ensure the protection 
of displaced persons and migrants, who are particu-

larly vulnerable. It advocates on behalf of humane 
international migration policies and works to com-
bat human trafficking.

Like the SDC, the HSD also assigns regional priority 
to sub-Saharan Africa, and to North Africa and the 
Middle East. A third priority area is the OSCE region. 
In addition, there are individual countries in Asia and 
Latin America where the HSD maintains its estab-
lished and – in some places – very long-standing 
commitments, or pursues promising new opportuni-
ties for enhancing human security.

SWITZERLAND AS  
A MEDIATOR FOR  
IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE PEACE 
AGREEMENT IN 
THE PHILIPPINES

In the Philippines, Switzerland 
provided assistance to enable 
the national government and the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front to 
successfully implement the 
peace agreement they signed 
on 27 March 2014. At the re-
quest of both of the former par-
ties to the conflict, Switzerland’s 
special envoy for dealing with 
the past assumed the chair of 
the Transitional Justice and 
Reconciliation Commission. 

As chairperson, it is her duty to 
act as a mediator between the 
parties so that the Commission 
can carry out its mandate. That 
mandate is to prepare a report 
on ways of dealing with the mas-
sive violations of human rights 
and international humanitarian 
law that took place during the 
conflict, and to submit recom-
mendations on how to proceed.
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Sophisticated policy instruments and 
collaborative efforts with key actors  
The HSD employs a wide range of policy instru-
ments, depending on the individual situation at 
hand. These include mediation, facilitation, political 
dialogue, programmes for dealing with the past, as 
well as long-term programmes in specific countries 
or regions, regular bilateral meetings (e.g. human 
rights consultations) and diplomatic interventions, 
multilateral dialogues and processes (e.g. UN Human 
Rights Council) and diplomatic initiatives (e.g. the 
Nansen Initiative), as well as the seconding of experts 
from the Swiss Export Pool for Civilian Peacebuilding.

Switzerland’s human security policy is most effec-
tive when it pursues its priorities on all available lev-
els. An example of this is the protection of human 
rights defenders, on behalf of whom Switzerland 
is a strong advocate in international forums and in 
bilateral exchanges. At the same time, Switzerland 
itself also offers such protection in specific cases. 
Because peace and human security do not depend 
solely on governments, the HSD also works with all 
actors involved in a given context. This can include, 
among others, political organisations and personali-
ties, members of the civil society, representatives of 
private industry and the academic community – and, 
if the situation demands, also non-governmental 
armed groups.

HUMAN RIGHTS  
CONSULTATIONS:  
SWITZERLAND –  
NIGERIA 

Switzerland and Nigeria have 

been holding annual consulta-

tions on the subject of human 

rights since 2011. The discus-

sions serve to permit an open 

discourse on the human rights 

situation in a confidential frame-

work. The objective is to ex-

change information on concrete 

experiences and to work to-

wards an improvement in the 

overall situation. 

Issues relating to international 

human rights policy are also 

raised, and the possibilities for 

cooperation in this area are ex-

plored. During the consultations, 

concrete follow-up projects are 

also launched – for instance, a 

human rights training course for 

members of the Nigerian police 

force.
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Five framework credits 

In February 2011, Parliament decided to increase its 
official development assistance (ODA) to 0.5% of 
gross national income (GNI). This level was reached 
in 2015. Under the expenditure stabilisation pro-
gramme decided by the Federal Council for the 
period from 2017 to 2019, Switzerland’s ODA will 
be slightly lower according to current estimates, at 
around 0.48% of GNI. This remains short of the 
0.7% target set by the UN and recognised by Swit-
zerland.

The volume of commitments proposed by the Fed-
eral Council for the five framework credits over four 
years amounts to CHF 11,11 billion.

SWITZERLAND’S INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 2017–2020 

Framework credits Means  
In CHF millions

Humanitarian Aid (SDC) 2060.00

Technical cooperation and financial aid for 
developing countries (SDC)

6635.00
bilateral 3870.00

multilateral 2765.00

Economic and trade policy measures  
for development cooperation (SECO)

1140.00

Transition cooperation in Eastern Europe  
(SDC, SECO)

1040.00
SDC 704.00

SECO 336.00

Measures to promote peace and human security 
(HSD)

230.00

Total
Dispatch 2017–2020

11 105.00
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