THE MOUNTAIN TOPS OF WANDERING FOLKSONGS
— AWAY BACK TO HMONG PERSONALITY

Switzerland is a mountainous country. The rough topography of our landscape had a big part in shaping
our history, as well as our mentality and personality, be it in fostering the independence will of valleys’
inhabitants or in the necessity to be creative and make the most out of limited resources. Also, Switzerland
is a multicultural nation in which minority rights are constantly lively discussed. In his famous speech “Our
Swiss Standpoint”, Swiss winner of the Nobel Prize for literature Carl Spitteler said: “In Switzerland we
disregard nobody. Even if the minority were ten times smaller, we would take it serious, nevertheless.”

How not to feel, then, deep curiosity and empathy for the numerous ethnic minorities living in the
mountainous areas in Vietnam? On the 4th of March 2015 Ambassador Motyl invited Vietnamese scholars,
media and intellectuals at his Residence for a special event dedicated to Hmong people. It was the
occasion for Mr. Manh Tien, a young Vietnamese scholar, to present his latest book on the inspiring topic
“Hmong — personality and mountainous politics”. The key theme of the book is the “Weltanschauung” of the
people of Hmong, as Mr Manh has observed it during three years of research work in different regions of
Vietnam. The book presents a comprehensive study of the Hmong people. It discusses mountainous
communities in their historical evolutions, power structures and sheds light on the complex relationships
between the lowlands (reign of the majoritarian Viet people) and the inhabitants of the uplands.

Guest of Honor of the evening was Master Ma Khai S0, a Hmong elder and renowned pan-pipe master of
the Dong Van Karst Plateau, who inspired the audience with his presentation of panpipe-folksongs and his
first-hand accounts of Hmong traditions and societal system.

The audience learned about the fundamental traits of the Hmong personality, condensed in the set of key
words that the book author used to define it, including: exile mentality — migrant mentality — orphan
mentality, suicide, rebellion, freedom, dream, love, ethnic autonomy, mountainous power.

With such powerful, both emotionally and historically sensitive themes, a lively debate be-tween audience
and the guests was easy to spark. An enriching discussion, not only about the motives behind the actions
and habits of Hmong people, but also about the general situation of ethnic groups in the mountainous
Northern Vietnam that remain full of mysteries and faces multiple challenges today. What can keep young
generations close to their traditions? How is the mainstream historical narrative of Vietham missing out or
misinterpreting the role of the minorities? How to make use of the ethnic and other differences of the
peoples in this or any other country for the common good? How to celebrate the beauty of diversity?

The Embassy wishes that the evening could be just a beginning of more such debates which in any

multiethnic country are needed, or rather are indispensable.
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Nhitng dinh nii du ca

mét 18i tim vé c4 tinh H'méng

Giita hén dn cta bite tranh toe ngudi, nhém tge ngudi
mién nii phia Bic Viét Nam t8n tai dén cusi théky XIX
sk thinh hai 16p quyén life el dso. Tdp quyén lye vinh dai
il thip Mudng - Thai (TAy Bic) vi Tay (Bong Bic) Ix
wvanh dai quyén Iyc ndi tréi, sitc manh ciia ho bao trim
toan b cdc viing mii. Trong ddy, vugt thodt trén cdc dinh nii,
chung cho ca clia Pong Bac va Tay Bic, bi syt kiéu hing,
thién chign va déng dao, lai hinh thanh riéng 18p quyén luc
cia ngudi H'méng - quyén lyc dinh nii. Cic 16p quyén lyc
nhy tBn tai méi quan hélien 81 phitc tap vé nhau vi
v6i quyén luc clia ngudi Viét & déng bing. Nude Viét Nam
6 truyén, nhin tit nii, 12 mgt thuc thé lién két c4e trung tim
quyén Iuc chinh trj - quin syf téc ngudi, trong ddy, siic manh
ngudi Viét d cac chau thé 1a sitc manh da kién tao
dén toe - quéc gia.
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Nhitng dinh ndi du ca
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Nguyén Manh Tién

Qué quén Nai Do -
Dong Son - xit Thanh.

Hoat déng déin tde hoe tit do.
Nghién cltu ngl¥ van
tBe ngudi thidu s8.
Hién lim viéc tai
Vién Vin hoc - Ha Ngi.




