














Annex 1  

COUNTRY-SPECIFIC SET-UP 

FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT 

between 

THE SWISS FEDERAL COUNCIL 

and 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HELLENIC 
REPUBLIC 

On  

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SECOND SWISS CONTRIBUTION 
TO SELECTED MEMBER STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO 

SUPPORT MEASURES IN THE AREA OF MIGRATION  
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1. General provisions 

1.1. This Country-Specific Set-Up is an integral part of the Framework Agreement between 
the Swiss Federal Council (hereinafter referred to as “Switzerland”) and the Government 
of the Hellenic Republic (hereinafter referred to as “Greece”) on the implementation of 
the second Swiss Contribution to selected Member States of the EU to support measures 
in the area of migration (hereinafter referred to as the “Framework Agreement”). 

1.2. For the purposes of this Country-Specific Set-Up, the definitions in the Framework 
Agreement shall apply. 

1.3. This Country-Specific Set-Up lays down the thematic allocations of the Contribution and 
the specific rules agreed between Switzerland and Greece, as well as the attribution of 
responsibilities and tasks to entities involved in the implementation of the Switzerland-
Greece Cooperation Programme and in Support Measures respectively. 

1.4  For specific rules and procedures not provided in the Country Specific Set-Up, the 
provisions of Regulations shall apply 

 

2. Roles and responsibilities for the Switzerland – Greece Cooperation Programme 

2.1. National Coordination Unit 

The Partner State has authorized the Secretary General for Migration Policy in the General 
Secretariat of Migration Policy of Ministry of Migration and Asylum to act on its behalf as 
National Coordination Unit of the Switzerland – Greece Cooperation Programme. 

The role and responsibilities of the National Coordination Unit are set out in the Regulations.  

 

2.2. Paying Authority 

The Paying Authority is the General Directorate of Administrative and Financial Services of 
Ministry of Migration and Asylum. The roles and responsibilities of the Paying Authority are set 
out in the Regulations. 

 

2.3    Audit Authority 

The Audit Authority is the General accounting office financial audit committee of the Ministry 
of finance. The roles and responsibilities of the Audit Authority are set out in the Regulations.  
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3. Parameters of cooperation
3.1. Thematic allocation 

Specific objective & thematic area

 

Indicative allocation of the contribution
[in CHF millions]

Managing migration and supporting integration 

1. Implementing efficient and high 
quality asylum procedures in 
accordance with the relevant EU law 

CHF 15 

(i) Asylum procedures and structures 

(ii) Asylum instruments and processes

(iii) Capacity building and knowledge transfer in the asylum procedure context 

2. Contributing to the improvement of 
infrastructure, in particular as far as 
reception conditions are concerned

                      CHF 10 

(iv) Reception facilities for migrants 

(v) Reception facilities for vulnerable migrants 

3. Supporting assisted voluntary return 
and reintegration.  

CHF 14,2 

(vi) State’s and international organisations’ capacities in the field of voluntary return 
and reintegration 

(vii) Voluntary return and reintegration structures 

(viii) Voluntary return and reintegration programmes

(ix) Prevention of irregular migration

4. Technical support

(x) Technical Assistance Fund 
CHF 0.6 

(xi) Support Measure Preparation Fund CHF 0.2 

Total allocation 
 

                       CHF 40

Any unused balances in all the Support Measures of the Switzerland-Greece Cooperation 
Programme may be transferred to any other approved Support Measure provided the feasibility 
until the end of the eligibility period, by mutual agreement (e.g. confirmed in the minutes of 
meetings or by correspondence) between the Competent Authorities mentioned in Article 6 of 
the Framework Agreement in the course of the implementation of the Switzerland-Greece 
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Cooperation Programme.  For the consequent modification of the Support Measure, Article 
4.12 Regulations shall apply.  

3.2. Pre-specified parameters per thematic area 

Implementing efficient and high quality asylum procedures in accordance with the 
relevant EU law 

(i) Asylum procedures and structures 

Directly selected or pre-identified Support Measures 
Support Measure name Improvement of the Regional Asylum Offices
Support Measure type Project
Objectives The objective of the support measure is to improve 

current Regional asylum offices (RAO’s), in order to 
increase the capacity in treating asylum cases.  
These include improving the overall standard of the 
offices, especially with a focus on the waiting rooms 
and hearing rooms in which asylum seekers are 
received.  
 

Strategic Focus The support measure would increase the capacity of 
the asylum offices to carry out their daily work. This 
would lead to more cases being handled at the RAO’s 
and the procedures becoming more efficient. The 
impact for the final beneficiaries would be more 
comfortable and secure waiting and hearing areas 
and shorter waiting times for asylum decisions. It 
would also lead to a decrease in pending cases which 
would contribute to the overall amelioration of the 
asylum procedure in Greece.  

he above action is part of the National strategy for 
migration which aims to improve the Asylum Process 
and minimize the impact on the local communities by 
creating/improving infrastructures and reducing the 
burden on local communities by speeding up the 
Asylum procedures in accordance to the European 
regulations for migration. 
 

Project or Programme Operator Monitoring of European Programs and Funding-
Directorate of Support-Asylum Services  

Swiss Support Measure Partner(s) tbd
Other specificities related to the 
Support Measure 

none

(ii) Asylum instruments and management processes 
 
Directly selected or pre-identified Support Measures 
Support Measure name Creation of a research hub for Country of Origin 

Information (COI) and identification procedures 
Support Measure type Programme
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Objectives Creation of a research-hub to cross-reference 
information at the level of document authenticity 
control (passports/certificates/documents etc.)  
Books, Subscription to electronic libraries,  
purchase of a transcription system and participation 
in a program to find a language dialect and/or to 
confirm it, contributes to addressing challenges that 
arise in relation to the spoken language of applicants 
for international protection and the evaluation of the 
claim of citizenship. The linguistic analysis can 
contribute to the verification of the declared nationality 
of the applicant for international protection, providing 
a rapid and qualitative analysis. 
 

Strategic Focus By increasing the access to information for the 
caseworkers, the procedures will become more 
efficient and accurate thus improving the asylum 
process for the asylum applicants.  
 

Project or Programme Operator Monitoring of European Programs and Funding-
Directorate of Support-Asylum Services  

Swiss Support Measure Partner(s) tbd
Other specificities related to the 
Support Measure 

none 

(iii) Capacity building and knowledge transfer in the asylum procedure context 
 
Directly selected or pre-identified Support Measures 
Support Measure name Training of personnel working in the asylum 

procedure 
Support Measure type Programme
Objectives The support measure would aim to increase the 

overall knowledge and capacity of migration case 
workers in Greece with the aim of rendering the 
processes more efficient and secure. It will consist of  
projects aiming at increasing knowledge in Country of 
Origin information and country of origin identification 
as well as knowledge in the Greek asylum law and the 
Asylum process. This would include data knowledge 
transfer activities, courses and trainings.  
Furthermore, the objective is to increase the capacity 
of the Asylum Service by hiring new fixed-term 
employees.  
The overall intent is that around 13,000 interviews and 
13,000 decisions have been undertaken per year and 
that there has been a strengthening of the Asylum 
process at the level of  
a) performance 
b) receiving appeals/legal assistance, 



Page 6 of 9 
 

c) granting necessary documentation for refugees

Strategic Focus The increase of the Asylum services’ capacity and the 
continuous training of staff will speed up the 
procedures, thus improving the asylum process for 
the asylum seekers
 

Project or Programme Operator Monitoring of European Programs and Funding-
Directorate of Support-Asylum Services

Swiss Support Measure Partner(s) Experts from the Swiss State Secretariat for Migration 
could be included as partners for transfer of best 
practices.
 

Other specificities related to the 
Support Measure

UNHCR uses legal experts from the Greek Asylum 
services to provide legal assistance to asylum seeker. 
A training in asylum law and support to asylum 
seekers in this context should be included as part of 
the programme in cooperation with UNHCR Greece. 
In the case of projects being implemented by UNHCR, 
derogations from the relevant provisions of the 
Regulations, including but not limited to payments, 
audits/verification, evaluation, reporting and 
irregularities, shall be specified in the Support 
Measure Agreement.  
 

Contributing to the improvement of infrastructure, in particular as far as reception 
conditions are concerned  
 

(iv) Reception facilities for migrants 
n/a 

 
(v) Reception facilities for vulnerable migrants 

Directly selected or pre-identified Support Measures 
Support Measure name Construction of reception facilities
Support Measure type Programme
Objectives To increase the reception capacity of asylum seekers 

in Greece to go in line with conditions corresponding 
to the EU standards 
 

Strategic Focus By increasing the reception capacity, the conditions 
for asylum seekers will become better and the 
national structures strengthened.  

Project or Programme Operator Monitoring of European Programs and Funding-
Directorate of Support-Asylum Services 

Swiss Support Measure Partner(s) Possibility to involve NGOs involved in Swiss 
reception structures to share knowledge and best 
practices 
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Other specificities related to the 
Support Measure

none 

Supporting assisted voluntary return and reintegration  
 

(vi) State’s and international organizations’ capacities in the field of voluntary 
return and reintegration 
 

Directly selected or pre-identified Support Measures 
Support Measure name Training of voluntary return and reintegration case 

workers
Support Measure type Project  
Objectives The overall goal of the project is to increase the 

number of voluntary returns from Greece (intent is 
3.500 voluntarily returns per year). By hiring and 
training fixed-term employees on how to conduct 
voluntary return discussions with beneficiaries, more 
persons will learn about the availability of such an 
option.  Furthermore, the project will fund the creation 
of information material on voluntary returns. 

Strategic Focus The above action is in accordance with the national 
strategy on migration since the voluntarily returns will 
reduce the impact on local communities and improve 
the asylum process.

Project or Programme Operator Monitoring of European Programs and Funding-
Directorate of Support-Asylum Services 

Swiss Support Measure Partner(s) Experts from the Swiss State Secretariat for Migration 
could be included as partners for transfer of best 
practices. Additionally, Swiss Organizations involved 
in AVRR (for example IOM CH, Red Cross CH, 
Caritas) as well as Cantonal Authorities could be 
included as partners. 

Other specificities related to the 
Support Measure

This project should be carried out in close cooperation 
with IOM. IOM could also potentially be included as a 
project partner.  

(vii) Voluntary return and reintegration structures 
n/a  

 
(viii) Voluntary return and reintegration programmes 

n/a 
(ix) Prevention of irregular migration 

 
Directly selected or pre-identified Support Measures 
Support Measure name Integration in an Olympic Spirit 
Support Measure type Project
Objectives The overall objective is to increase the integration of 

refugees in Greece. By doing so, the likelihood of 
irregular migration can be decreased. The 
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participation in the events organized in the framework 
of the project can lead to creating a sense of being 
part of the local community.  

Strategic Focus The support measure will convey to a population of 
approximately 5.000 (2.000 unaccompanied minor 
and 3.000 asylum seekers in sites/cities) beneficiaries 
per year, focusing on the values and the general 
philosophy of Olympism, as a means to promote the 
principles of cultural diversity, peaceful coexistence 
and solidarity. The support measure contributes to the 
country strategy of successful integration as it is 
familiarizing asylum seekers with the culture and 
practices of host communities. By creating linkages 
and inter-cultural exchanges between the host and
hosted communities, the project seeks to promote the 
cooperation of the communities, create the sense of 
being part of the same community through 
interconnected lives, and eventually jointly design and 
implement joint events, that will demonstrate the 
potential and benefits of migrants’ integration.  
Activities will be designed through a participatory 
approach and will include: trainings and awareness-
raising events around cultural orientation (basic 
notions concerning the European and Greek culture, 
history, tradition, contemporary customs etc.), life 
skills (e.g. communication skills, practical daily 
matters, financial literacy etc.), knowledge on 
practical aspects of European citizens’ life (e.g. living 
and working in the EU), and on the shared European 
values (e.g. freedom, equality, justice) which draw 
from the spirit of Olympism. Other sensitization events 
and nation-wide media campaigns will also be 
organized to sensitize the local key stakeholders and 
further promote this initiative. 

Project or Programme Operator IOM Greece 
Swiss Support Measure Partner(s) Possibility to involve competent Swiss Cantons and 

NGOs as well as Swiss research institutes as 
partners.  

Other specificities related to the 
Support Measure 

The co-financing rate will be decided upon in the 
Support measure agreement and could exceed 60%. 
Derogations from the relevant provisions of the 
Regulations, including but not limited to payments, 
audits/verification, evaluation, reporting and 
irregularities, shall be specified in the Support 
Measure Agreement. 
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4. Partner State specific rules and procedures

n/a 

In the event of a conflict between the Regulations and these specific provisions, the specific 
provisions of this Annex shall prevail. 


